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This is in response to the Office Action of March 1 8, 2005, requiring election among 
various species of the subject invention under the provisions of 35 USC § 121. 

In the Office Action, it was indicated that claim 1 was generic to a number of species 
of the invention as disclosed in the specification. It was therefore required that applicants 
elect a single disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be 
restricted in the event the generic claim was not found to be allowable. Specifically, the 
applicants must elect a specific chiral hematic liquid crystal composition comprising at least 
one optically active compound (l-a) and at least one optically active compound of formula 
(ll-a) and/or a compound of formula (IV) and/or at least one compound selected from 
formulae (III) and (V), which the compounds selected from above formulae must include 
specific chemical structure (i.e., the notations, R, A, Z, Y, L, P and S and/or m, n, t, p and 
X should be defined). It was further required that applicants state the claims which read 
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on the elected species. 

Applicants hereby elect the species represented by formula (Vl-e) for the optically 
active compounds of the general formula (l-a) and the species represented by formula (Vil- 
li) for the optically active compounds of the general formula (I l-a). These species are the 
subject of Example 2 starting on page 48 of the subject specification and the respective 
formula for each is set forth on page 46 of the subject specification. It is submitted that 
claims 1 through 18 read on the elected species. 

Favorable consideration of the subject application is respectfully requested. 

In the event this paper is not timely filed, the undersigned hereby petitions for an 
appropriate extension of time. The fee for this extension may be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 01-2395, along with any other additional fees which may be required with 
respect to this response. 



Respectfully submitted, 



ARMSTRONG, KRATZ, QUINTOS, HANSON & BROOKS, LLP 




Donald W. Hanson 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 27,133 
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